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380aew.pa@adab.centaf.af.mil.
The commander will
provide a response by
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duplicate questions
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Action Line
I am an American Airman.

I am a Warrior.
I have answered my Nation’s call.

I am an American Airman.
My mission is to Fly, Fight, and Win.

I am faithful to a Proud Heritage,
A Tradition of Honor,

And a Legacy of Valor.

I am an American Airman.
Guardian of Freedom and Justice,

My Nation’s Sword and Shield,
Its Sentry and Avenger.

I defend my Country with my Life.

I am an American Airman.
Wingman, Leader, Warrior.

I will never leave an Airman behind,
I will never falter,
And I will not fail.

The Airman’s Creed

Perspective

Airmen load pallets in preparation
to move of the KC-135 Stratotanker
fleet. Photo by SrA Levi Riendeau.
Story on Page 3.

photo by SrA Levi Riendeau

Lt Col Wayne Blanchette
380th Expeditionary Operations Support

Squadron Commander

I talk with many of the people who visit our
base and the consistent theme is that the
380th Warriors “get it.”

“It” is your attitude.
From the minute visitors set foot here until

they depart, they see how much you care
about our mission, our people, and our base.

Your attitude is infectious. When someone
says “this is the best service I’ve ever
received,” you can be proud and that should
encourage you and those around you to
continue making the 380th Air Expeditionary
Wing a better place to work and live. We’re all
in this together and as the saying goes,
“we’re only as strong as our weakest link.”

Your attitude includes everything from
how you wear your uniform, to how proficient
you are at your wartime tasks, to picking up

Community Standards
Tip of the Week

‘Your attitude is infectious’
trash on the sidewalk, to offering assistance
when visitors or our own Airmen need help.
“It’s not my job” is never an option. “It” is all
of our jobs.

Your attitude also includes how you
articulate our mission to your family, the host
nation, and America’s Soldiers, Sailors,
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen. Being a
member of a joint team requires knowledge of
how each of us fit in the big picture and what
the Air Force brings to the fight. Additionally,
your attitude is a reflection of our heritage.

Finally, your attitude includes
understanding you are a member of an all-star
team, assembled to fight and win a war. The
wing counts on you to take care of business
and each other. You are charged with making a
difference and leaving the 380 AEW better
than you found it.

Be proud of who you are, what you do, and
the contributions you make every day in
securing freedom for America and our allies.

While in uniform, the DCU/ABU blouse may be removed:

 In immediate work areas (to include ECPs and VSA)

 While performing official duties on US portions of base

 While working or walking in the flightline complex and

The blouse may not be removed when traveling between
the flightline complex and Phantom East/West, or if
removal allows an unauthorized or inappropriate tattoo to
be revealed (AFI 36-2903, Table 2.5).

Col Bruce VanSkiver, 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Vice Commander, shakes hands
with Airmen who support the KC-135 Stratotanker mission before they depart
to their new base.

Stratotanker farewell

ELRS TMO Cargo Pad

as a vehicle driver or equipment operator
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by Lt Col Tim White
908th Expeditionary Air Refueling

Squadron Commander

Our world in the 908th Expeditionary Air
Refueling Squadron had been relatively
unchanged for years. Just one week ago, that
came to a rapid conclusion.

On Feb. 3, the order was given from
USCENTAF to move. We were ordered to
develop a plan within 24 hours and accomplish
the move to another location within the
following four days. The increase in challenge
came when we were also ordered to accomplish
the move with absolutely no break in the
mission’s operational tempo.

We all knew the flying and maintenance
squadrons were running well. We were
producing, on the sweat of the maintainers
and flyers, our maximum daily capability. We
had been at this pace for about three weeks
and Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom were going to continue the
heightened demand of support throughout the

Then there were none
380 AEW successfully sends off KC-135 Stratotanker fleet

re-basing of the tanker  fleet.
The easiest part of the plan was the

coordination between every, and I mean
EVERY, member of 380th Air Expeditionary
Wing team.

The plan was developed with input from
every area of the base; wing staff, mission
support group, maintenance group, medical
group, operations group, to name a few, came
together in one meeting and hatched a complex
yet understandable plan that was efficient,
effective, and safe.

The flying and maintenance squadrons
knew they were going to need greater
production and everyone pitched in. Those
not flying or launching missions averaged 19-
hour work days that week. Many could be
found stealing naps on any piece of horizontal
plane not covered with boxes.

The crews, maintainers, and support
agencies began the move on Feb. 8, once the
gaining base had prepared to “catch” the jets
and influx of personnel, and did not stop until
every piece of iron and every aircrew and

maintainer was
bedded down at
their new base. They
did it in one day less
than ordered; every
sortie accomplished,
every person safe,
every aircraft
operational.

Today, all of the
tankers, its crew-
members, and main-
tainers are executing
the mission from the
other base and no
missions were
missed.

Some may argue
this wing was lucky
in how the move
transpired. We here
in the 380 AEW
know our mag-
nificent planning
created such a
smooth execution,
that one could mistake it for luck.
But make no mistake, it was
exceptional planning that made this
execution a reality. It was a
magnificent plan and flawless
execution that delivered us through
a transport aircraft breaking on the
ramp and all its passengers needing
to get a ride on our tankers to the
new base. It was that same planning
and execution that afforded this new
mission to roll into our iron move
without impacting the operational
mission nor the move. Two jets
broke, one mission changed,
numerous extra passengers needed
airlift, and you never would notice
that there was ever a problem
because there wasn’t, thanks to the
immeasurable dedication, inex-
haustible drive and sterling
professionalism of each and every
member of the 380 AEW, truly “One
Team, One Fight!”

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau
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380 ESFS Defender Challenge II

photo by SrA Levi Riendeauphoto by Capt Martin Gerst

photo by A1C Cynthia Spalding

photo by SrA Levi Riendeau

Congratulations to the 380th Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron fire protection flight for
taking first place in the 380th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron Defender Challenge II.
Congratulations to the 380th Expeditionary Contracting Squadron who finished second and the
380th Expeditionary Services Squadron who finished third. During the challenge, Airmen battled
against each other in the following categories: hand grenade toss, weapon assembly, rope
slide, room clearing, vehicle search, balance beam, ruck run and rush and roll.
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Rockin’
it Rasta
Austin, Texas recording artists, Subrosa Union, rocked
the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing with their blend of
island-influenced rock, reggae and funk at the Pavilion
Saturday. The group also played for the 380 AEW on
Tuesday and “unplugged” early Friday morning.

Congratulations to Michael Parrinello, 380th Expeditionary Medical Group Chief Nurse
and Family Practice Nurse Practitioner, for being promoted to the rank of lieutenant
colonel. Lt Col Parrinello is assigned to the New Hampshire Air National Guard.

Promotion to lieutenant colonel

courtesy photo

Col David Funk, 380th Expeditionary Mission Support Group Commander, coined the 380th
Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron Linguists for their outstanding support. Pictured
from left to right are Rayed Mogalli, Wilson Bairi, Badreldin Osman, Col Funk, Mohammed
Elbasha, and Maj Kirk Hughes, 380th ESFS Commander.

Outstanding support
courtesy photo
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by SrA Ross M. Tweten
380th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

What’s inside that semi trailer?
There’s a certain semi trailer on base that, when

viewed from the outside, could contain anything; air
conditioning units, paper towels, or maybe camels.

A state-of-the-art shooting range is probably not
the first thing most people would expect to be greeted
by upon opening the trailer’s door.

The anonymous-looking, yet aptly named trailer is
referred to as a Mobile Shooting Range. It’s the 380th
Air Expeditionary Wing’s version of what most refer
to as a Combat Arms Training and Maintenance
Range.

“Think of the trailer as a giant encapsulated
bulletproof tomb,” said SSgt Travis Beyea, 380th
Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron Combat Arms
Instructor.

All the components of the trailer are operated by a
central computer. Everything from target retrieval, 360
degree target rotation, light effects, ventilation
system, and air conditioning is operated by the range
master via a touch-screen control. The interior of the
trailer is completely covered by a ballistic
encapsulator system which eliminates ricochet and
splatter, reduces airborne lead by 99 percent, and
reduces noise level.

“The material actually absorbs the bullet,” said
Sergeant Beyea. “From the outside, all one hears is a
faint popping noise from the sound of the firearm.”

The 380 AEW received
the trailer in November of
2007. Since then, the
process of security forces
Airmen zeroing their rifle’s
backup iron sites and M68
optics has become
significantly simplified.
Now, Airmen are in and
out of the trailer in
roughly 20 minutes.

“The time has
compressed immensely to
zero weapons,” said
Sergeant Beyea. “For the
user, the process is quick
and easy, and it gets the
troops back out on the job.”

According to SSgt Dean Le, 380 ESFS Combat Arms
Non-commissioned Officer In Charge, the previous
method of zeroing rifles involved much more
coordination and several hours.

“One of the key benefits of the trailer is we are now
zeroing rifles on base, instead of off base at a host
nation range,” he said. “Our previous location was not
in close proximity to the base, and because of that we
had to zero more Airmen’s firearms to make the trip
worth our time, which in turn made the process much
longer. Keeping the training on base also eliminates the
risk of encountering dangerous off-base situations.”

Currently, there are four Mobile Shooting Ranges
deployed within the U.S. Central
Command Air Forces’ area of
responsibility with a sole purpose of
zeroing security force members’ M-4
rifles. Mobile ranges such as the one
employed by the 380 AEW are currently in
use in both civilian and military
applications around the world, and are
being operated safely every day.

According to Sergeant Beyea, the
Mobile Shooting Range is a classic case
of working smarter, not harder.

“We have a mission to accomplish and
we needed to find the best, smartest, and
easiest way to get things done, and the
firing trailer encapsulates that idea,” he
said. “And where these trailers have

ended up are the most important areas; deployed
locations.”

Both Sergeants Beyea and Le agree the Mobile
Shooting Range is an effective tool that provides
invaluable benefits to the squadron.

SSgts Travis Beyea (left) and Dean Le (right), 380th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron Combat Arms
Instructors.

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau

A Pistol-packin’
18-wheeler

“The trailer has endless possibilities in terms of
affecting the mission,” said Sergeant Beyea. “It’s
convenient, efficient, it keeps our cops ready to go, and it
allows us to conduct our business in-house. You just can’t
put a price on it.”
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Airman of the Week
SrA Marc Major

Squadron: 380th Expeditionary Operations Support Squadron

Home Unit: McGuire Air Force Base, N.J.

Best part of the job: The part of the Combat Crew Communications position
I enjoy the most is the fact the government entrusts me to manage a

critical program and maintain high-value, sensitive equipment.

Where do you see yourself in five years: Serving my country in a different
capacity as a government contractor.

Favorite movie: “300”

Supervisor’s Comments:
SrA Major is an incredible Airman who exemplifies a “can do” attitude. Of

the numerous Airmen I have supervised, he stands out due to his maturity and
resourcefulness. During his first month, he rewrote the local operating

instruction for his career field, upgraded the 380 EOSS COMSEC account, created
a file plan, and volunteered to instruct a basic self-defense course. I’m
most certain he will be responsible for many success stories here. I

am proud to have this caliber of player on our team.

photo by SrA Levi Riendeau

photo by SrA Levi Riendeau

Dodge ball mania

Airmen participate in a dodge ball tournament in the Phantom Center Sunday. Congratulations to the 380th
Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Protection Flight Team 2 for taking first place in the tournament.
The 380th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron placed second and the 964th Expeditionary Airborne
Air Control Squadron Team 2 placed third.

Congratulations to the following maintainers who were selected for the Quality Assurance Honor
Roll for the month of January: KC-135; TSgt Nate Darnell, TSgt Paul Woodward, TSgt Darren Robinson,
TSgt Stephen Kelly, TSgt James Hall, SSgt Joseph Jones, SSgt Anthony Hernandez, SrA Steven
Conrad, SrA Jose Garcia, SrA Jason Bradshaw, SrA Edward Osafo-Osei. RQ-4; TSgt Anthony Allen,
TSgt Walter Wimbs, SSgt George Morris, SSgt Neil Koehn, SSgt Travis Taylor, SrA Alexander
Buenviaje, A1C Jacob Hush, A1C Matthew Nauta, A1C Keon Miller. KC-10; TSgt Martin Alvarez, SSgt
Willie Domingue, SSgt Cassandra Risken, SSgt Robert Sanchez, A1C Timothy Gaye. E-3; SSgt
Trevor Wilson, SSgt Brian Werner, SSgt Jessica GarciaDeLeon. U-2; SSgt Brandon Wharton, SSgt
Brian Harris, SrA Alan Serra, A1C Michael Veil. EMXS; SrA Baron Gaines. The Quality Assurance
program identifies individuals who consistently earn excellent ratings from Personnel Evaluations,
Quality Verification Inspections, and Special Inspections. Selections are based on an individual
receiving a minimum of three Zero-Defect inspections and or personnel evaluations logged into the
QA database. Any individual receiving a major discrepancy, Detected Safety Violation or Technical
Data Violation will be automatically eliminated from the list of possible selectees. Monthly QA
Honor Roll Program winners receive a certificate of recognition from the 380th Expeditionary
Maintenance Group Commander.

January Quality Assurance
Honor Roll
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Send your caption to 380aew.pa@adab.centaf.af.mil by 1700
Wednesday.

Captions should be in good taste and no more than 45 words.  The
winner’s name and unit will be published in next week’s Sand Script.

Caption Contest

Other submissions:
“This is almost as bad as the line for Mongolian BBQ!”
SSgt Kevin Dale, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

“I’ve heard of time
working against you
while deployed … but
you really know
you’re in trouble
when gravity does
too!”

Maj Robert Long,
964th Expeditionary
Airborne Air Control

Squadron.

Winner

“Man, I knew they shouldn’t starch the nets. Now the
ball is stuck!”
Lt Col Tim White, 908th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron

“Umm, what do we do if this comes down.”
TSgt Lorraine Coleman, 380th Expeditionary Maintenance Group


