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Action Line
I am an American Airman.

I am a Warrior.
I have answered my Nation’s call.

I am an American Airman.
My mission is to Fly, Fight, and Win.

I am faithful to a Proud Heritage,
A Tradition of Honor,

And a Legacy of Valor.

I am an American Airman.
Guardian of Freedom and Justice,

My Nation’s Sword and Shield,
Its Sentry and Avenger.

I defend my Country with my Life.

I am an American Airman.
Wingman, Leader, Warrior.

I will never leave an Airman behind,
I will never falter,
And I will not fail.

The Airman’s Creed

Perspective

Michael Wynne, Secretary of the
Air Force, addresses Airmen from
the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing
during an Airman’s call here
Sunday.

courtesy photo

Brig Gen Lawrence Wells, 380th Air Expeditionary Wing
Commander, presents a round metal object to SSgt Jared
Richmond, 380th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness
Squadron, for the support he provided to the  wing staff.
“Another example of One Team — One Fight,” said
General Wells.

One Team - One Fight

Col Bruce VanSkiver, 380th Air
Expeditionary Wing Vice
Commander, presents SSgt
Nicholas Baily, 380th Ex-
peditionary Aircraft Mainten-
ance Squadron, the Foreign
Object Damage Golden Bolt
Award. The award goes to the
individual who finds a pre-
positioned item during the daily
flightline FOD walk.

Golden Bolt

courtesy photo

by CMSgt Kevin Slater
380th Air Expeditionary Wing

Command Chief Master Sergeant

I was at Callahan’s Cabana the
other night engaged in a
conversation with a few senior
airmen preparing to sew on staff
sergeant.

Our discussion centered on
standards and accountability. I
heard some very good things from
these soon-to-be non-
commissioned officers.

They told me they want
leadership from their leaders. They
want feedback on their efforts;
honest feedback, not flowery crap
that does nothing to help them
grow. They want leaders who
won’t shy away from telling it like
it is and how it needs to be. They
want leaders who’ll reward them
when they do well, but they
especially want leaders who’ll kick
them in the butt when they need it.
They want standards set and then
applied to everyone. They’re tired
of seeing people cherry pick jobs,
tasks, deployments, or
assignments. They’re really tired

You own your morale
of seeing weak leaders stand by and
do nothing about it. Bottom line:
They want leaders who’ll show
them how to be NCOs.

When our conversation broke
up, one Airman stayed behind to
ask me what I did to keep myself
motivated everyday. Apparently, he
saw me as someone who was
consistently happy to be here and
he wondered how I did it. He
wanted to know if there was some
magic formula to keeping my chin
up all the time.

I told him, “You own your
morale.” It’s that simple. Don’t wait
for the extra “GCAT,” the “three-
drink night,” or for some other bone
to be thrown your way before
you’re prepared to be happy about
yourself, your career, or your lot in
life. No one can bring you down if
you refuse to be brought down.

You can be assigned the lousiest
detail, you can be given a
Christmas/New Year’s deployment,
or an assignment to a warm place
when you want cold or to a cold
place when you want warm.  But, no
one but you gets to decide how
you’re going to feel about it. No one

can force you to be negative about
anything … only you can do that.
So, don’t do it. Refuse to be
negative.

Don’t allow the actions, or
inaction, of others to bring you
down or cause you to lose the desire
to be here. Gravitate toward those
with positive attitudes and try to
help those with negative attitudes.
Carry them as far as you can. If they
catch on before you get tired, great.
If not, jettison them to wallow in
their own negativism and move on.

Each day I wake up knowing I’m
part of something bigger than myself.
I’m part of an organization of good-
hearted people with good intentions.
I’m part of an organization whose
purpose is to advance the cause of
freedom, to eliminate safe havens for
terrorists and their supporters, and to
save American and coalition lives
while doing it. How can I not be
motivated?  I don’t have the time or
the desire to be sucked in by
negative people or attitudes. I’m the
only one who gets to adjust my
morale switch; first thing every
morning, I set mine on high. Where
do you set yours?
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by Senior Airman Ross M. Tweten
380th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

As the “sound of freedom” roared in the background, Secretary of the Air
Force Michael Wynne discussed issues affecting today’s Airmen during a
visit here Feb. 3.

While the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing’s jets took off in support of
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, the secretary discussed the
operations and the 380th’s role within them.

“Your operational readiness rate here and your mission capability rate is
superb,” said Secretary Wynne. “Your ability to maintain and turn around
aircraft, get them in the air and make sure that we fly the frag is incredible.”

Secretary Wynne stressed that though the wing’s aircraft are helping to
win the War on Terror, they are aging, and the Air Force needs to recapitalize
its fleet.

“These are not young airplanes,” he said. “Our Air Force is getting old. Our
equipment is getting old. When we said we were going to retire the U–2 there

were upset customers. I didn’t realize we had that many customers, but they
came out of the woodwork defending the U–2. It’s a really good platform, but
it’s getting old. Maintenance would love to replace it tomorrow. We think the
time is probably sometime in the second half of the next decade. We’re slowly
but surely migrating technologies off of the U–2.”

The 380th’s U–2 Dragon Lady, RQ–4 Global Hawk, and E–3 Sentry aircraft
provide the eyes and ears over the battlefield, identifying increasingly difficult
targets in the Global War on Terror.

According to Secretary Wynne, the first KC-X should be on the ramp in
2011. The 380  AEW provides a force multiplier effort in the form of arial refueling.
KC-10 Extenders and KC-135 Stratotankers provide U.S. and allied aircraft
greater range and endurance for missions over Iraq and Afghanistan.

“Things will start to change then, because we’ll have stood down a large
segment of our KC–135 fleet by that time,” he said. “We’ll then be into the KC–
135R and double-teaming them.

“We’re going to retire many airplanes over the next three years and we need to
have those replaced. We know we need desperately to recapitalize our Air Force.”

Above: Michael Wynne, Secretary of the Air Force, talks with Airmen at
Hangar 4 during his visit Sunday.

Right: A1C John Rogers, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron presents Secretary Wynne with a gift during his visit Sunday.

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau

SECAF visits 380 AEW

Valentines’s Day, Feb. 14
Don’t forget

your
special someone.

Community Standards
Tip of the Week

Taps - As a sign of respect for fallen comrades throughout the AOR,
all military personnel should stand, come to the position of parade
rest, and remain silent upon the first note of taps. All civilian and
contract personnel are requested to stand and remain silent.

by Lt Col Tim White
908th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron Commander

So what does it take to garner 100 Combat Missions?
It seems like it’s not that big a deal ... if you feel that way, you’re

wrong.
Recently I was honored with giving Capt Sam Rogers, a KC-10 Pilot

deployed from the 6 ARS at Travis AFB, CA his 100th Combat Mission
squadron patch.  The patch is just the same as the one the rest of the unit
wears but it has an added banner across the top with “100 Combat
Missions” emblazoned on it.

To earn this distinction, Capt Rogers had to deploy out here four times,
he had to spend two to three days at the beginning of each temporary duty
studying the complex rules of engagement established to make the entire
CENTAF function flawlessly.  If he failed in this, he would put his crew and
numerous other flyers in harm’s way and could easily generate an
international incident with other nations.  But Capt Rogers studies and he
flies. He flies sorties that, when added with pre-flight and post-flight, equate
to about 14 hours. And he did this 100 times.

Though special, Capt Rogers isn’t unique.  He joins a group of 190
other hard-chargers who have accomplished the same test and is halfway
to reaching the 200 Combat Mission mark and joining 81 who have “been
there/done that.”  We are also about to see our first 300 Combat Missions
flyers. But that is another story.

“What does it take to
make the century mark?”

courtesy photo

Lt Col Tim White, 908th Expeditionary Air Refueling Squadron
Commander, presents Capt Sam Rogers, 908 EARS, with a 100 Combat
Mission certificate.



Sand Script • 4

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau

Sports day

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau

Super
Bowl
Sunday
New York Giants and New
England Patriots fans gathered
at the Chapman Activities
Center to watch their
respective teams battle it out
for the Lombardi Trophy on
Sunday.

Congratulations to the following Airmen who took first place in the 380th Air
Expeditionary Wing Sports Day volleyball tournament: SSgt Jacob Overman,
SrA Terrell McClain, SrA John Renninger, A1C James Gose, and Amn Amber
Wood. Congratulations to the following Airmen who took first place in the
basketball tournament: Capt Antwan Hopkins, SMSgt Curtis Palmer, and
SSgt Kenneth Plummer. Congratulations to the following Airmen who took
first place in the tug-o-war tournament: TSgt Matthew Hansen, SSgt Brad
Brown, SSgt Francis Bierman, SSgt Leonard Smallwood, SrA Larry Hendricks,
A1C Matthew Miller, and A1C Patrick Tobin.
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380 AEW
Monthly
Award

Winners
Congratulations to SrA Kyle Beisner, 380th Expeditionary Maintenance
Group, who earned the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Airman of the Month
Award for January.

Congratulations to TSgt Matthew Burkey, 380th Expeditionary Mission
Support Group, who earned the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Non-
Commissioned officer of the Month Award and the Honor Guard Member
of the Month Award for January.

Congratulations to MSgt Wiley Hudson, 380th Expeditionary Mission
Support Group, who earned the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Senior Non-
Commissioned Officer of the Month Award for January.

Congratulations to the 380th Expeditionary Mission
Support Group’s Expeditionary Communications
Squadron Installation Team, who earned the 380th Air
Expeditionary Wing Team of the Month Award for
January.

Congratulations to Capt Michelle Milner, 380th Expeditionary Medical
Group, who earned the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing Company Grade
Officer of the Month Award for January. (Award accepted by Col Barry
Simon, 380th Expeditionary Medical Group Commander.)
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Airman embarks on
another new beginning

by SrA Ross M. Tweten
380th Air Expeditionary Wing

Public Affairs

Seated at the head of the Andes
Mountain Range in a serene valley is the
city of Cochabamba, Bolivia. It’s known as
“the city of eternal spring,” due to its mild
year-round climate.

Spring is widely recognized as a time of
rebirth, and starting over. But, spring can be
defined a few ways, i.e. to come into being,
rise, or arise within a short time, or to simply
begin.

For a place that maintains these
characteristics, it’s no wonder it’s the
birthplace of someone who has been on a
constant course of rising and new
beginnings.

Since the age of three, A1C Dennis
Villegas’s life has reflected the pseudonym
of his birthplace.

From the head of the Andes in
Cochabamba to the heart of the Andes in
Chile and from the shores of Brazil to the
shores of New Jersey, Airman Villegas seems

to have been eternally springing. Now, he
finds himself on the other side of the world
in Southwest Asia, directly supporting
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom and continuing his eternal spring.

“Everything has been a great
experience,” said Airman Villegas, a Heating,
Ventilating and Air Conditioning technician
with the 380th Expeditionary Civil Engineer
Squadron, and stationed at McGuire Air
Force Base, N.J. “I’ve met a lot of people
and been to a lot of places. I’ve enjoyed my
time in all the countries I’ve been in and I
really enjoy my time here with the HVAC
shop.”

At the age of three, Airman Villegas
moved from Cochabamba to Santiago, Chile.
He lived there for seven years and according
to him, the two things that stand out the
most from his time there were soccer and the
food.

“I played a lot of soccer when I was
younger,” he said. “Soccer is one of the
reasons I moved around so much when I
was young. I miss the soccer and I really
miss the empanadas. A lot of places have

empanadas but Chile has the best.”
According to Airman Villegas, he

considers himself Chilean because he’s lived
there for most of his life, but his love for the
U.S. and Chile is the same.

“I loved living in South America and the
U.S.,” he said. Though he plans to stay in
the U.S., Airman Villegas said he will always
root for Chile in soccer matches.

At the age of 10, Airman Villegas moved
to Brazil. He lived just outside of Rio De
Janeiro for four years where, again, his main
focus was soccer.

Airman Villegas encountered some
obstacles during his first new beginning in
Brazil.

“I did not speak Portuguese when I
moved to Brazil,” he said. “Portuguese is
similar to Spanish, my first language, so that
helped, but it was difficult at first. But I soon
picked it up and was able to get by.

“I was also playing soccer with an older
age group, so that was difficult. But that was
because I wanted to. I moved to Brazil
because of soccer, and that’s mostly what I
did, along with going to school. I did a lot of
traveling for soccer while I was there. We
went to Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, and
Spain.”

At the age of 14, Airman Villegas found
himself again starting over.

After four years in Brazil, Airman Villegas’
mother met her future husband who was in
the Army and lived in California. That is how
Airman Villegas came to the United States.

“When we came to the U.S., I didn’t
speak any English,” he said. “That was
really difficult. I basically had to learn it by
myself. At first it was hard but then I was
like, ‘you know what,’ I’ve got to learn it. I
didn’t have a choice. Not knowing the
language also makes it difficult to make
friends. But, I learned a lot in the summer
before my sophomore year, and making
friends became easier. By the end of my
sophomore year I was comfortable with the
language.”

Then, in February of 2007 at the age of

19, Airman Villegas, after living in three
countries in six years and having to pick up
two new languages found himself again
starting over as he entered the Air Force.

“I first started thinking about the military
because my step dad had been in the
military,” he said. “He was actually in the
Army but he steered me into the Air Force.

“I didn’t know anything about HVAC
coming in. But now I love it. I have a lot of
fun. I enjoy going around base and fixing
things, and I’m learning a lot about the job.”

According to Airman Villegas, he was
ready for the Air Force and the challenge of
a new environment.

“I wasn’t really worried about entering a
new environment because I’m so used to it,”
he said. “I was comfortable with the thought
of transitioning to the Air Force.”

As soon as Airman Villegas arrived at his
first duty station in New Jersey, he was
informed that he’d be joining the 380 AEW
in Southwest Asia.

“I was really excited when I found out I

was coming here,” he said. “I heard a lot of
great things and I was really looking forward
to it. I thought I’d never go anywhere
besides McGuire because I have a 2-year
contract. So this was a big surprise.”

Currently, Airman Villegas is working on
gaining his U.S. citizenship and is grateful
for all the benefits the Air Force has to offer.

“I’m glad I’m in the Air Force,” he said.
“I’ve gained a lot of respect from my family
and friends.”

Another perk Airman Villegas received
from the Air Force is being able to
participate in his old love of soccer in a
competitive atmosphere with his host nation
counterparts.

“I play a lot of soccer here,” he said. “It’s
fun to play with the locals. They play really
well, and I haven’t played as much lately, so
they’re helping me shake the rust off.”

Airman Villegas has done a lot of starting
over in the course of his young life. Now with
OEF and OIF, he’s helping other countries
and people as they rebuild and start over.

photos by SrA Levi Riendeau
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Airman of the Week

Squadron:
380th Expeditionary Communications Squadron

Home unit:
Kapaun Air Base, Germany

Best part of the job:
The part of the Quality Assurance position I enjoy

most is the ability to learn new skills and to see the inner workings of
every unit on base. Knowing the work I do directly contributes to the

enduring base concept is also a great reward.

Where do you see yourself in five years:
Finished with a Bachelor’s Degree in

Information Technology and living abroad.

Favorite movie:
“The 40-Year-Old Virgin”

Supervisor’s comments:
SSgt Munson’s contributions to the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing will not truly be realized until five to
ten years from now when it has evolved into an “Enduring” wing. As the 380 ECS Quality Assurance

inspector, SSgt Munson has performed acceptance inspections of Gate 1, 363rd Training Group, and
the new Medical Group facility which are all very high priorities within the wing. He’s also heavily

involved in refining the wing’s Emergency Management process and procedures, which may save lives
in crisis situations.

SSgt Timothy J. Munson

courtesy photo

The April 15 federal tax filing deadline is automatically waived for all
military members while deployed to a combat zone. Unfortunately,

states do not automatically waive their tax filing deadline. If your state
requires you to file a state tax form, then your deadline for this

remains April 15, unless you request a delay through your state.
Please contact the legal office at 434-3186, for more information.

Tax filing reminder – state taxes

Members of the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing receive a tour of a KC-10 Extender during a
flight line tour for newly arrived Airmen. The tour was arranged to help make the staff agencies,
who may otherwise never see the flight line, more aware of what they are supporting.

photo by SrA Levi Riendeau

Wing Staff tour
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Send your caption to 380aew.pa@adab.centaf.af.mil by 1700
Wednesday.

Captions should be in good taste and no more than 45 words.  The
winner’s name and unit will be published in next week’s Sand Script.

Caption Contest

Other submissions:
“The all new crew-sized sleeping bag in development.”
SSgt Jeff Hauser, 380th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron

“In an effort to
reduce costs, the
Air Force reveals
the inflatable KC-
135.”

TSgt James Lindsey,
380th Expeditionary
Logistics Readiness

Squadron

Winner

“If those missing sockets are in here, I’m going to kill
someone.”
SSgt Kevin Dale, 380th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

“This is not what the Slip-N-Slide looked like when I
ordered it online.”
SSgt Brian Esser, 380th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron

“What do you mean, ‘this isn’t the red carpet’?”
Capt Jeffrey Ketterling, 380th Expeditionary Maintenance Group


